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Iraq. We should not only ensure that the peo-
ple are given a full accounting of what the 
President is expecting of our troops in the 
coming months, and how much it will cost our 
Treasury, but we must also demand account-
ing of what the war in Iraq has cost the U.S., 
and our men and women in uniform, over the 
last four years. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to stand today with my fellow veterans 
in the House of Representatives to register 
our opposition to the President’s plan to esca-
late the war in Iraq and to show our support 
for our men and women in uniform. 

Last November 7th, the American people 
sent a clear message to Congress and the 
President: we must end the war in Iraq. 

Now, after nearly four years of bloodshed, 
death and destruction, Congress is likely to go 
on the record as opposing the plan for esca-
lating the war. No longer will Congress stand 
by while the President wages a war that defies 
logic, common sense and human decency. 
This week, we shall take a stand. This week, 
we tell the administration: ‘‘Enough is enough. 
Stop ignoring the American people. Stop ig-
noring your generals and retired generals, in-
cluding Colin Powell. Stop ignoring the foreign 
policy experts. Stop wasting American lives 
and resources on this disastrous, unnecessary 
conflict.’’ 

This debate represents an important turning 
point in the public dialogue about Iraq, and so 
I welcome it. But it is not enough. The esca-
lation must be stopped, but we cannot let the 
momentum against the war subside after we 
deal with the escalation. Our priority must re-
main ending the fighting and dying in Iraq. 

We must end the senseless deaths of serv-
ice members like Marine Tarryl Hill of South-
field, Michigan, who died only last Wednesday 
when his vehicle drove over a bomb in 
Fallujah. Tarryl Hill was just 19 years old. He 
had joined the military to help finance his edu-
cation to become a chemical engineer, but in-
stead he became the 120th serviceman from 
Michigan to die in Iraq. I don’t want to see one 
more promising life like Tarryl’s extinguished 
on the altar of this administration’s arrogance. 

The loss of Tarryl’s life brings to mind the 
bereavement of another patriot from Michigan, 
Lila Lipscomb of Flint, whose 26 year old son 
Michael died in Iraq in April 2003 when his 
helicopter was shot down. A member of a mili-
tary family, Ms. Lipscomb initially believed 
President Bush when he told the nation that 
the war was necessary for our national secu-
rity. But her son’s letters from the front lines 
and his tragic death showed her that he never 
should have gone to Iraq. 

I need not spend much time explaining my 
opposition to the troop surge, which is simply 
even more ‘‘more of the same.’’ This policy 
takes us in precisely the opposite direction 
recommended by the generals and the ex-
perts. It would simply expose GI’s to more in-
tense door-to-door fighting, in the vain hope 
that, in the meanwhile, the Iraqis will miracu-
lously reconcile. 

The real and underlying question is how we 
remove ourselves from this quagmire. As I 
have emphasized many times, our Constitu-
tion gives Congress the central role in deci-
sions of war and peace. Last fall the American 
people spoke loudly with their votes. We 
should be here showing the voters that we 
heard them and that their trust in us was well 
placed. 

The ultimate, unequivocal authority of the 
Congress is the power of the purse. We must 
use it. Supporters of the president’s failed Iraq 
policy have argued that using Congress’ 
spending power to end the war means that we 
don’t ‘‘support the troops.’’ It is beyond absurd 
to suggest that those of us who favor ending 
funding for the war would simply abandon the 
troops in the field without the equipment and 
supplies they need. Every piece of legislation 
proposing cutting funds for combat operations 
would require the spending necessary to bring 
the troops home safely. 

Clichés about supporting the troops are not 
really about our service members’ best inter-
ests. The true purpose of these accusations is 
to distract us from the fact that we are bogged 
down in an unwinnable war with no end in 
sight. Keeping our troops out of harm’s way, 
especially when war is unnecessary, is the 
best possible way to support them. The Amer-
ican people understand that marching ahead 
blindly into oblivion is no way to support our 
troops. That is why they have asked us to end 
this war. 

Madam Speaker, the administration con-
tinues to live under the illusion that it can sal-
vage its reputation by achieving a military vic-
tory in Iraq, when it is clear that diplomacy is 
the only effective means at our disposal. The 
recent National Intelligence Estimate reflecting 
the collective judgment of U.S. intelligence 
agencies only confirms what we have seen in 
the daily headlines for almost a year. It con-
cludes that the civil war has reached an inten-
sity that is ‘‘self-sustaining’’ and that there are 
no Iraqi national leaders with the ability to stop 
it. No wonder the Administration stalled com-
pletion of the NIE until after the election and 
the President’s presentation of his latest pro-
posal. 

Most of the American people know that 
there is only one way to proceed in Iraq. We 
must begin the phased withdrawal of Amer-
ican troops in the next four to six months and 
conclude it within the year. Redeploying our 
armed forces does not mean ‘‘cutting and run-
ning.’’ On the contrary, we suggest continued 
and extensive involvement in the region 
through renewed diplomacy, a regional con-
ference and reconstruction that is free from 
fraud and abuse. This sensible path is the 
only one that can lead us to victory. 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
157, further proceedings on the concur-
rent resolution will be postponed. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has agreed to the fol-
lowing resolution. 

S. RES. 79 
Resolved, That the Senate has heard with 

profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the honorable 
Charles W. Norwood, Jr., late a Representa-
tive from the State of Georgia. 

Resolved, That the Secretary communicate 
these resolutions to the House of Represent-
atives and transmit an enrolled copy thereof 
to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns or 
recesses today, it stand adjourned or re-
cessed as a further mark of respect to the 
memory of the deceased Representative. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. HASTERT (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for the week of February 12. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Mrs. Haas, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 742. An act to amend the Antitrust 
Modernization Commission Act of 2002, to ex-
tend the term of the Antitrust Moderniza-
tion Commission and to make a technical 
correction. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on February 9, 2007 she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill. 

H.R. 434. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs 
under the Small Business Act and the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958 through 
July 31, 2007, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 35 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, February 14, 2007, 
at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

598. A letter from the Interim Director, 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule — 
Allocation of Assets in Single Employer 
Plans; Valuation of Benefits and Assets; Ex-
pected Retirement Age — received January 
2, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

599. A letter from the Interim Director, 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule — 
Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans — received January 2, 2007, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

600. A letter from the Interim Director, 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule — 
Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans; Allocation of Assets in Single- 
Employer Plans; Interest Assumptions for 
Valuing and Paying Benefits — received Jan-
uary 2, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

601. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting certifi-
cation that the export to the People’s Repub-
lic of China of the specified items is not det-
rimental to the United States space launch 
industry, and that the material and equip-
ment, including any indirect technical ben-
efit that could be derived from such exports, 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:59 Feb 14, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00090 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A13FE7.039 H13FEPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T16:21:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




